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Introduction

The World Languages curriculum was initially conceived as a result of a commonly held belief that the study of a world language is a very positive experience for young people, and as a direct response to the NJ Core Curriculum Content Standards (NJCCCS).


The NJCCCS require that students be provided with a program of study in world languages in grades K-8. Due to the disparity of language instruction and time constraints in the five districts, the following outline is a general curriculum guideline for the Kittatinny Regional sending districts and Kittatinny Regional High School.
Philosophy

Modern language instruction has, as a focal point, the elements of communication and grammar at the Novice/Mid-Learner Range. Students should be provided with ample opportunities to engage in meaningful learning experiences and use critical thinking skills. Furthermore, in order to communicate with one another accurately, both through speaking and writing, our students should have command of grammatical structures. Meaningful communication and the speaker’s credibility are enhanced by accuracy of expression. Thus, the study of one’s natural language is an integral part of a well rounded education for every child.


Understanding a world language expands our ability to communicate, enhances our understanding of our native language, provides us with insight into other cultures and helps us recognize and appreciate both the diversity and the commonalities of the world’s people. These are certainly worthy educational goals.


The in-depth study of a world language has been shown to have a positive impact upon students’ academic achievement and on the enhancement and improvement of their communicative facility with their own language. Students who study a world language often command a better vocabulary in their native language, attain higher levels of reading achievement, have improved auditory discrimination and memory skills, and possess a better understanding of grammar in general. Students who have experiences with a world language in the elementary school tend to elect to study a world language(s) at the secondary level.

Research has clearly shown the advantages of beginning language study in the elementary grades. It is during the early stages of second language study when attitudes are formed and the foundation is laid for the whole sequence of language study.  Students that begin their study of a world language in the elementary grades have two distinct advantages at the oral level as they will have fewer difficulties in the areas of pronunciation, accent, and mastery of the sound system, and they will be less self-conscious, resulting in greater confidence in the speaking of the language.

The NJCCCS require that all students be provided with world language instruction in grades K-8. By grade 8, all students are required to perform at a Novice/Mid-Learner Range. 


Since the exposure to world languages has positive effects on academic skills, future academic and vocational choices, and it promotes a better understanding of all people, this curriculum outline has been developed in the hope that it will positively impact the students of the Kittatinny Regional School District. 
Goals

The Kittatinny Regional School District’s World Language Program targets the following goals for its students.  As a result of experiencing this curriculum, students should be able to:
· communicate through common words, short phrases and simple sentences.

· comprehend through listening to common words, short phrases and simple sentences.

· write common words, short phrases, and simple sentences.

· understand a variety of cultures, customs, human needs, and holidays by comparing and contrasting activities.
· develop an appreciation and understanding of the differences among people, while at the same time clearly recognizing how much they are really alike.

· sense the joy derived from learning new things.

· better understand their own language through the study of another.

· exhibit motivation by continuing with the study of a world language at higher levels of their educational program.

Cultural Awareness

After the completion of nine years of study of a World Language(s), the students should be able to demonstrate an increased awareness of the geography, traditions, and customs of the people living in those countries of study.
The students should be able to:

· identify countries and capitals on a world map.

· compare and contrast the values, beliefs, and traditions of the people of various countries as related to family life, school, work, travel, and major holidays with those of the people of the United States.

· demonstrate an awareness of language and cultural differences among various countries.
Implementation
This program will be implemented by the World Language instructors through regular instructional periods consistent with the school schedule. The typical lesson will include:

1. Warm-up activities (topics from prior lessons)

2. Review

3. Introduction of new skills and content

4. Thorough Physical Response activities (TPR)
5. Visual, auditory, and written activities
6. Follow-up work

Evaluation
Students exposed to the World Language curriculum will be evaluated through:

1. class work

2. class participation

3. speaking skills
4. listening skills

5. reading comprehension
6. written expression

7. quizzes

8. tests

9. projects
A report card grade will be given in accordance with each school district’s grading policy.


The program will be evaluated continuously by the individual World Language instructors, and periodically by the World Language Committee. 
