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I. Description:

The instrumental music program beginning in fourth grade is an extension of the general music program, which begins in Kindergarten.  It is understood that students from grades K-3 will have a basic knowledge of the elements of music.

Student in grades 4-8 may elect to begin formal music instruction on a band instrument.  The course of study includes exposure to varied band literature, (including various historical and cultural styles) development of proper musical interpretation, correct performance techniques and cooperative effort.

II. Skills:

There are a variety of skills, which need to be developed in order for a student to demonstrate competency and proficiency on an instrument.  These are categorized as General Skills and Progressive Skills.

A. General Skills:

  General skills are introduced at the beginning of instrumental education and continue to be   

   used throughout a student’s development.

1. Students will demonstrate the proper posture necessary to produce good tone quality.  1.2 B2(2)

2. Students will follow written articulation and dynamics.  1.2 B1(4), B1(6), B2(8)

3. Students will demonstrate correct embouchure for their respective instruments.  

       1.2 B1(6), B1(8)

4. Students will display knowledge of note and rest names and their values.

1.2 B1(4), B1(6), B2(8), B3(4), B3(6)

5. Students will be able to maintain a steady beat.  1.2 B1(4)

6. Students will demonstrate an understanding of tempo.  1.2 B1(4), B1(6), B1(8),   

                                                                                                    B2(6)

7. Students will demonstrate an understanding of basic rhythmic patterns.

1.2 B1(4), B1(6), B1(8)

8. Students will be able to read note names correctly in their respective clefs and be able to correlate the correct fingerings.  1.2 B1(4), B1(6), B1(8)
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9. Students will demonstrate an understanding of basic music vocabulary.

1.2 B1(4), B1(6), B1(8), B3(4), B3(6)

10. Students will demonstrate technical achievement.  1.2 B1(4), B1(6)

11. Students will recognize and observe key signatures.  1.2 B1(4), B1(6), B1(8)

12. Students will demonstrate proper maintenance of instruments.  1.2 B1(4), B1(6)

13. Students will demonstrate a cooperative attitude.  1.2 B2(8), B3(4), B3(6)

14. Students will be able to follow a conductor.  1.2 B3(4); 1.3 B1(4), B1(6)

15. Students will be able to perform selections individually and in an ensemble.

1.3 B1(4), B1(6), B1(8)

16. Students will be able to perform prescribed scales.  1.2 B1(4), B1(6)

17. Students will be able to critique their individual performance and/or the performance of others whether live or recorded.  1.4 B1(4), B1(6), B1(8), B2(8)

B. Progressive Skills (see the following page)

Progressive skills demonstrate specific concepts of musical symbols and terms as they occur through each level of development.  It is our intention that level III will be attained by the end of eighth grade.
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	Brass and Woodwinds
	

	Level I
	Level II
	Level III

	Articulation:

 tonguing, slurring
	+staccato, tenuto, accents
	+ sfp

	Dynamics:  pf

 piano/forte
	+pp-ff, crescendo, decrescendo pianissimo-fortissimo
	+ sfp crescendo

	Key/Key Signature:

 1 major scale

 appropriate to

 instrument
	3 major scales, introduction to chromatic scale appropriate to instrument
	7 major scales, chromatic scale appropriate to instrument

	Time Signature:

  4      2      3

   4,     4,     4

C (common time)
	 6        ¢ (cut time)
 8
	+ variations of previous time

   signatures as occur in 

   literature

	Range:  1 octave

(approximately)
	1 ½ octaves

(approximately)
	2 octaves

	Rhythms:  whole notes – eighth notes with equivalent rests
	+ dotted notes and rests
	+ sixteenth notes and rests

	Tempo:

Moderate tempos
	Increase and decrease tempos as appropriate to literature, dexterity and ability to sustain a phrase
	

	
	
	

	
	Percussion
	

	Understand rhythms including (whole notes – eighth notes), introduction to rolls
	+ closed rolls, basic rudiments

   and sixteenth notes
	+ open rolls, additional

   rudiments

	Students play snare and bass drums, cymbals and limited traps
	+ additional traps and

   introduction to tympani
	+ tympani and mallet

   instruments
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III. Instructional Procedures:

Regularly scheduled weekly band rehearsals

Regularly scheduled weekly instrumental lessons

Regularly scheduled performances twice per year

Chamber Ensembles (as time permits)

IV. Activities

Opportunity to participate in school district area and region band rehearsals and performances 

Opportunity to attend performances (amateur and professional)


Ex:  exchange concerts, trips to high school musical, trip to New Jersey Symphony Concert

V. Resources

Instrumental methods appropriate to instrument and grade level selected at teacher’s discretion.

Traditional band literature chosen from various periods and styles.

VI. Evaluation

Evaluation criteria may include attendance, participation in rehearsals and performances, practice, responsibility for equipment, musical tests, and cooperation.
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	I.
	PURPOSE

	
	The Fine and Performing Arts course provides each student with the opportunity to apply previously-learned concepts and developed skills from the K-6 General Music curriculum to an advanced musical environment.  This course includes exposure to music theory, ear training, keyboard training, and guitar training.  It also includes participation in a performance for peers and a vocal production.  In addition, dance performance, acting improvisation, and music history are investigated.



	II.
	STUDENT OUTCOMES

	
	The goals of the Kittatinny Music curriculum focus on content, skills, artistic appreciation, historical and cultural perspectives, critical analysis and group cooperation.  To this end, the students of Music will:

	
	A.
	demonstrate an understanding of the Theory of Music in the Western environment.

	
	B.
	learn the art of improvisation.

	
	C.
	demonstrate an ability and understanding at the keyboard.

	
	D.
	demonstrate an ability and understanding with the guitar.

	
	E.
	perform for their peers.

	
	F.
	demonstrate an appreciation toward the World of Dance.

	
	G.
	demonstrate an appreciation and knowledge about the lives of select composers.


	III.
	CONTENT OUTLINE



	
	A.
	Elements of Theory  1.1 A3(8); 1.2 B4(8), C3(8); 1.3 B3(8)

	
	
	1. Clef identification

2. Lines and spaces

3. Notation (notes/rests) sound/silence

4. Treble vs. Bass

5. Segments in Music (measures / form)

6. Dotted rhythms

7. Dynamic markings

8. Ear training

9. Diction

10. Key signatures

11. Time signatures



	
	B.
	Keyboard Training

	
	
	1. Whole step, half step configurations  1.2 B1-2(8); 1.3 B1(8)
2. Plugging written music into a keyboard  1.3 B2(8)
3. Fingering  1.5 A1(8)
4. Key/Time signature  1.2 B1(8)


	
	C.
	Guitar Training  1.2 B1-3(8)

	
	
	1. Whole step, half step configurations

2. Plugging written music into a Fret Board

3. Fingering

4. Key/Time signature
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	III.
	CONTENT OUTLINE (cont’d)


	
	D.
	Performance for Peers  1.1 B3(8); 1.2 B2(8); 1.4 B1(8)

	
	
	1. Guitar and Piano

2. Chords, Melody

3. Practice and Play



	
	E.
	Dance Performance  1.1 B1,4(8); 1.4 A2(8),B1(8)

	
	
	1. Video of Classic Ballet (through compose)

2. Video of Comic Ballet (through compose)



	
	F.
	A Mozart Moment  1.1 A1(8); 1.4 A2(8); 1.5 A2(8),B1-2(8)

	
	
	1. Discussion of Classical Period

2. Amadeus (video)

3. Play Mozart on keyboard



	
	G.
	Vocal Production  1.1 B2-3(8)

	
	
	1. Changing Voice

2. Pitch Acuity

3. How voice works



	
	H.
	Improvisation in Acting  1.1 B3(8); 1.2 B2(8); 1.4 B1(8)

	
	
	1. Monologues

2. Small group

3. Stage jargon




	IV.
	PROCEDURES/FRAMEWORKS

	
	A.
	Areas of Content Outline A through D and G will be done as partner system projects.

	
	
	1. Guitar duets

2. Keyboard duets (right hand, left hand)

3. Safety in singing together

4. Performance venues as a team




	V.
	REFERENCES AND RESOURCES

	
	A.
	Alfred Book of Theory, pp 3-38 plus Glossary

	
	B.
	Super Guitar Book (Strings 1-6)

	
	C.
	Mel Bay Methods and Ensemble Book (duets)

	
	D.
	Amadeus video

	
	E.
	Swan Lake video

	
	F.
	Personal pictures (Salzburg)

	
	G.
	Fantasia video (Gershwin)

	
	H.
	Piano sheets (Super Book)

	
	I.
	Monologues for Young Actors
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	VI.
	CORE CURRICULUM CONTENT STANDARDS

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


	VII.
	CROSS-CONTENT WORKPLACE READINESS STANDARDS
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