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Appendix – B

Definitions and Skills for

NJASK-4 Testing

NJASK-8 Testing

HSPA Testing

Definitions of Content Clusters

The NJASK-4, NJASK-8, and HSPA will invite students to approach text1 (written, oral, and visual) with three different perspectives: interpreting text; analyzing and critiquing text; and extending understanding of the text.

WORKING WITH TEXT OR INTERPRETING TEXT

Interpreting text involves activities and strategies that contribute to reformulating meaning, including:


Developing explanations and extrapolating information, developing specific purposes and interfering purposes, and planning and recognizing the organization of texts.

ANALYZING AND CRITIQUING TEXT

Students will be able to pose or respond to questions in ways that enhance their and others’ understandings of the text.  They will predict tentative meanings of texts and plan texts as temporary thinking on their way to drawing conclusions or forming opinions.  These conclusions and opinions will eventually take on more formal expressions when students move to extending understanding of text.  Through this process of analysis and critique, students will understand both the functions and nuances of textual conventions and literary elements.

EXTENDING UNDERSTANDING OF THE TEXT

Students will be able to create original works.  Some of these works are textual, more finished products that they can make available to specific audiences and/or for specific purposes.

Some extensions of understanding result in the reader appreciating a text or its features, considering other related texts, or interacting with others’ related ideas, all of which extend literacy.

Some extensions of understanding will lead students to take action.  This action will include problem-solving, making decisions, and creating an original work, which may lead to heightening social awareness and action.

-------------------------


1Definition of Text   The term text, as used in this directory, is consistent with the use of the term in the Language Arts Literacy component of the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards.  Text refers to any printed or oral use of language.  It also includes any visual communication that we “read.”

WRITING

Writing is a complex and recursive process that requires students to generate, organize, and convey ideas and information for a variety of purposes and audiences.  Effective writers are able to communicate in varying forms and styles.  During this component of the assessment, fourth-grade students will complete two writing tasks.  Eighth- and eleventh-grade students will engage in four different writing activities; one revising/editing and three writing tasks.

Prompts will present topics that allow students to draw on material in other sections of the assessment to establish a context that facilitates student planning.  In three different sections of the assessment, students will be asked to write extended responses in which they speculate, analyze, and persuade.  The times allowed for each of these tasks will vary.

	
	8th
	11th

	Speculate
	20 min.
	20 min.

	Analyze/explain
	25 min.
	25 min.

	Persuade
	45 min.
	60 min.


Students will have a writer’s checklist that they may use as a resource while they are writing.

Writing prompts will invite responses that are:

· age- and grade-level appropriate;

· clearly focused with a clear purpose;

· effectively elaborated with details;

· logically organized, with a clear opening and closing;

· varied in their vocabulary and sentence structure;

· reflective of a strong stance;

· sensitive to the audience.

Writing prompts will introduce the following elements:

· meaningful topics that challenge, broaden, and enrich students’ perspectives;

· a clear focus;

· a clearly identifiable theme or central idea;

· a clearly stated purpose;

· a context for reflection as an aid to elaboration.

In addition to writing extended responses, eighth- and eleventh-grade students will be asked to revise and edit a student-written passage.  It will be up to students to recognize issues of organization, elaboration, and errors in syntax, usage, and mechanics.  Students will then revise/rewrite the passage rather than select from multiple-choice options.  Student changes to the passage should enhance clarity and meaning while retaining the central idea of the author.  Performance on the revising/editing task will be assessed holistically (see the Revising/Editing Scoring Guide).

READING

Narrative Text

For the purposes of this assessment, “narrative text” is defined as literature written primarily to tell a story.  Good narrative literature, which establishes or develops a conflict, addresses common aspects of human existence.  Because appropriate literature may contain unsettling or disturbing issues or events, text selected for the assessment will provide a positive resolution and affirm the dignity of the human spirit.  Selections will provide students with opportunities to grow intellectually, socially, and emotionally as they consider universal themes and diverse cultures and perspectives.

Narrative passages will be selected from previously published literature of between 2100 and 3300 words for NJASK-8 and HSPA.  Students will respond to open-ended and multiple-choice questions about those passages.  The texts will have a strong thematic focus, follow traditional narrative structure, and contain the following elements:

· significant themes that are age- and grade-level appropriate;

· a clearly identifiable plot with clearly developed major events;

· well-developed characters;

· settings integral to the plot;

· literary devices, such as imagery and foreshadowing;

· a range of vocabulary for which adequate context is provided.

Persuasive Text (NJASK-8 and HSPA only)

“Persuasive text” is defined as text in which the writer attempts to sway the reader to a specific point of view.  Because persuasive writing is based on a personal vision, it is inherently controversial.  Exploring these controversial issues develops and enhances students’ critical thinking skills.  Selected texts, which will introduce topics that are consistent with topics presented in other sections of the assessment unit, will address issues that challenge, broaden, and enrich their perspectives.

“Persuasive text” passages will be selected from previously published text, such as essays, speeches, book and movie reviews, editorials, letters, advertisements, charitable campaign appeals, and political literature.  Students will respond to open-ended and multiple-choice questions about those passages.  Persuasive text of between 1000 and 1600 words may be excerpted or used in full.

Persuasive text will contain the following elements:

· topics that are age- and grade-level appropriate;

· a clear focus;

· elaboration using facts and opinions;

· persuasive techniques, including but not limited to, propaganda, connotative and figurative language, and rhetorical devices;

· a range of vocabulary for which adequate context is provided.
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Informational Text

“Informational text” is text written primarily to convey information.  Informational passages will be selected from previously published materials and will be strongly linked to a theme for extending understanding.  Informational texts of between 1200 and 1800 words (NJASK-8 or HSPA) may be used in full or adapted from media articles or texts and will convey a clear central purpose, major ideas, and supporting details.  Students will respond to open-ended and multiple-choice questions about those passages.

Informational text will contain the following elements:

· topics that are age- and grade-level appropriate;

· a clear focus;

· clearly developed elaboration of ideas and supporting details;

· one or more of the commonly occurring text structures (sequence/chronological order cause/effect, compare/contrast);

· signals to text organization and/or visual aids, including, but not limited to, headings, subheadings, bold and italic typefaces, signal words, maps, graphs, charts, and illustrations;

· a range of vocabulary for which adequate context is provided.

Everyday Text

“Everyday text” is defined as text that people encounter in their everyday lives.  It is text written and designed to explain and show how to do something.  Everyday texts of varying formats will be selected and/or adapted from previously published sources, such as magazines, newspapers, “how to” books, and hands-on activity kits and workbooks.  For the eighth- and eleventh-grade tests, these texts will have a strong link to the central idea or purpose of the informational text and will serve as a resource for students to draw upon in developing and completing the writing project in the Extending Understanding section of the test.

Everyday text will contain the following elements:

· topics that are age- and grade-level appropriate;

· performable activities or actions;

· a clear, positive purpose;

· a clearly developed sequence of activities or actions;

· a clearly developed explanation of activities or actions;

· vivid and clear illustrations;

· a range of vocabulary for which adequate context is provided.

EXTENDING UNDERSTANDING OF THE TEXT

Extending understanding is a complex process through which students analyze, synthesize, and apply their understanding of various text types and life experiences.  For this component of the assessment, students will respond to multiple-choice and open-ended questions based on informational texts.  Students taking the NJASK-8 and HSPA will also encounter everyday text that links to the informational texts.  As the culminating activity in this language arts literacy component, students will complete a writing project in which they make decisions and solve problems drawing upon the texts they have read.

Reading texts will contain the following elements:

· topics that are age- and grade-level appropriate;

· a clear focus;

· a clearly identifiable theme or central idea;

· an established tone and mood;

· key details that support the theme or central idea;

· one text will be informational;

· one text will be everyday (NJASK-8 and HSPA only).

Skills Specifications

Writing

Writing is a complex and recursive process in which students draw upon their speaking, listening, reading, and viewing experiences to think, learn, communicate, and create.  Students taking the NJASK-4, NJASK-8, and the HSPA will be expected to write for a variety of purposes and audiences.  In each situation, specific writing prompts will establish the task, identify the audience, and relate to topics introduced in other sections of the assessment unit.  In addition to composing, eighth- and eleventh-grade students will also be expected to revise and edit a written work.

The NJASK-8 and HSPA will present four different writing activities:  three writing tasks and a revising/editing activity.  In the final section of the three tests, students will complete a writing project in which they solve problems by making decisions, forming opinions, and applying what they have read.  The criteria for assessing each written response are set by the respective scoring rubrics:  Registered Holistic Scoring Rubric, Revising/Editing Scoring Rubric.

Students will be expected to:

· respond clearly and appropriately to a given prompt.

· select a focus and appropriate details to support it.

· organize the response to include an introduction, appropriate transitions, and a conclusion.

· use elaboration to engage the audience.

· use varied sentence structure and word choice.

· use conventions of print and literary forms (as defined in Macro 3.3, Appendix A).

· use language appropriate to the audience.

· revise and edit a passage for content/organization, usage, sentence construction, and mechanics.

· synthesize information from a variety of sources into a written response.

NOTES:

1. NJASK-8 and HSPA will present three writing tasks.  The first asks students to speculate, the second to analyze, and the third to persuade.

2. For the NJASK-8 and HSPA ONLY:  The revising/editing activity will be open-ended (hands-on) and will contain no multiple-choice questions.

Writing Prompts for the New Assessments

1st prompt (speculate):
    
 Fixed task based on a picture

2nd prompt (analyze/explain):  Task derived from a poem

3rd prompt (persuade):
    
 Task eliciting students’ point of view or opinion of a controversy





 (This prompt will not appear on the fourth-grade assessment.)

· Picture-linked prompts have a set wording appropriate to the particular grade level.

· Poem-linked prompts ask students to explore the central idea or theme and to relate the theme to their experience and/or understanding.  The prompts use such words as “explain” and “analyze”.  The prompts should be developed in three steps:

(1) A statement of the central idea or theme.

(2) A statement that helps students focus, followed by a question.

(3) A direction to write that includes the words “explain” and “analyze”, followed by a direction to include details, facts, examples, and other support to develop the analysis.

· Persuasive prompts present controversies arising in either interpersonal, school/community, or societal contexts.

· Interpersonal controversies arise when two or more individuals disagree about choices/decisions, behaviors, ideas.

· School/community controversies arise when two or more groups of people disagree about rules, behaviors, procedures, conditions (e.g., litter), ideas.

· Societal controversies arise when people disagree about laws, trends, conditions, ideas.

Persuasive prompts ask students to respond by offering their opinion(s) in a persuasive letter or essay format.  The audience for the letters and essays may be an individual – friend, relative, neighbor, teacher, principal, or representative of an organization – or members of an identified organization, such as the student council, PTA, etc. Persuasive prompts are structured in two sections with a total of three paragraphs:

	Situation

· The first paragraph sets up the topic or context of the controversy, which always arises from disagreement between two or more people. [approximately 5 to 6 sentences ]

· The second paragraph outlines the reason for writing (the audience and purpose). [2 to 3 sentences]

Directions for Writing

· The third paragraph directs students to write a response, focuses students on the topic of controversy, and provides direction regarding their use of details, facts, examples, and other support for students’ opinions. [2 to 3 sentences]


Reading

Reading is a complex process through which readers actively construct meaning and connect with others’ ideas.  Current research defines a competent reader not as one who demonstrates mastery of a set of isolated skills, but as one who integrates information in the text with what he or she already knows.

Students taking the NJASK-8 and HSPA will read and respond to a variety of text types:  narrative, persuasive, and informational/everyday.  In each text type, multiple-choice and open-ended questions will assess literal and inferential thinking.  Questions will be based on those skills that critical readers use to understand, analyze, and assess texts.

Students will be assessed on their ability to interpret and critique/analyze the content, meaning, and organization of texts.  In the final section of the test, Extending Understanding of the Text, students will complete a writing project in which they apply and extend what they have read as they make decisions, solve problems, and create original works.

Students will be expected to:

· recognize a theme or central idea.

· recognize details that develop or support the main idea.

· extrapolate information and/or follow directions.

· paraphrase, retell, or interpret words, phrases, or sentences from the text.

· recognize the organizational structure of the text.

· recognize a purpose for reading.

· make tentative predictions of meaning.

· make judgments, form opinions, and draw conclusions from the text.

· interpret textual conventions and literary elements.

NOTES:

1. In addition to the four text types mentioned above, students will listen to and read poetry related to topics introduced in other sections of the assessment unit.

2. Item types will not be bound to specific text types but will apply across all genres, e.g., literary devices, as appropriate.

3.   Please bear in mind the fact that the NJ Department of Education can revise the test 

      content at any time.  Therefore, the most reliable source of current information should be the      

      DOE website.

