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LANGUAGE ARTS LITERACY CURRICULUM

Appendix – A

Rubrics and Checklists 
RUBRICS:

A DEFINITION

A rubric is an assessment scale with written standards, generally expressed numerically and accompanied by specific descriptors of work quality for each number.

Holistic

Assessment of a student’s work by reviewing the total impact, seeing it as a whole, and judging it in the quality of the content, style, form, and mechanics all at the same time.  The student’s work is assigned a value for its general impression rather than a piece-by-piece close analysis.

Analytic

Assessment of a student’s work through close analysis of each part and the ascribing of a value to each part based on a predetermined set of standards.

LEVELS OF QUALITY FOR

A 6-POINT RUBRIC
6
This level of quality is reserved for the truly exceptional; everything about the project is impressive; The student has not only met but has exceeded the demands of the assignment; it is obvious that the student spent an extraordinary amount of time in the execution of the project.

5
This level of quality is for strong responses to an assignment; these projects are clearly above average and commendable, but lack a certain distinctiveness of a 6; the project meets and to some extent exceeds the demands of the assignment; it is obvious that the student has shown significant effort and care in the execution of the project.

4
This level of quality is for projects which reflect the “average” range of response; they neither excite nor dismay the evaluator; the project is adequate in that it meets all requirements of the assignment but offers no extension; it is obvious that the student has shown reasonable effort and care in the execution of the project.

3
This level of quality is the lowest range of  “average” response; there are deficiencies in this project which may disturb the evaluator; not all aspects of the assignment may have been fulfilled; the project may be brief and sketchy; it is obvious that the student has shown marginal effort and care in the execution of the project.

2
This level of quality is unacceptable; projects of this score point are dismaying; important aspects of the assignment are neglected or unfinished; responses seem careless and/or rushed; there is little evidence of thinking or reasoning; it is obvious that the student has shown very little effort and care in the execution of the project.

1
Descriptors of this quality are left to the teacher.  Clearly the student was not prepared in some significant way to take on the task; he/she may be lacking the basic fundamental skills needed to perform at the expected levels.

READING RUBRIC

ASSESSMENT SCALE

6
EXCEPTIONAL READER

Reads and understands advanced materials; enjoys pursuing own interests independently; can summarize concisely; makes inferences and uses text to support ideas; uses wide range of strategies to deal with difficult text; quality of work on written responses to literature and projects shows surprising insight and creativity; responses are consistently well-crafted and reflect great pride of ownership; work goes far beyond teacher’s expectations and is highly distinctive.

5
STRONG READER

Reads and understands books appropriate for grade level and above; reads during silent reading; selects appropriate books independently; can summarize; makes inferences; has strategies to deal with unfamiliar material; quality of work on written responses to literature and projects shows thoughtfulness and thoroughness; responses are carefully crafted and reflect pride of ownership; these projects and responses may occasionally exceed the teacher’s expectations

4
CAPABLE READER

Reads and understands books appropriate for grade level; reads during silent reading; selects appropriate books independently; can re-tell a story but is less concise in summarizing; begins to make inferences; uses reading strategies for meaning; quality of work on written responses to literature and projects meets all requirements and grade-appropriate standards but often shows little elaboration or extension beyond original assignment.

3
DEVELOPING READER

Reads and understands shorter books with simpler narratives; does not always read during silent reading; needs help reading and understanding grade-appropriate books independently; quality of work on written responses to literature and project is inconsistent; sometimes meets grade appropriate expectations but occasionally falls short; responses are mechanical and generic in quality; there is no elaboration or extension beyond original assignment; may omit part of requirements of assignment; little pride of ownership evident in work.

2
LIMITED READER

Reads and understands very easy and familiar material; has difficulty with unfamiliar material; rarely chooses to read for pleasure; needs a great deal of support in all areas; quality of work on written responses to literature and projects is far below grade appropriate expectations; responses are thinly developed and lack elaboration of ideas; work is often incomplete and/or appears rushed; carelessness and incompleteness reflect no real effort.

1
EMERGENT READER

(Teacher supplies appropriate descriptors)

WRITING RUBRIC

ASSESSMENT SCALE
6
EXCEPTIONAL WRITER

Enthusiastic and reflective writer who enjoys pursuing writing independently; uses a wide range of techniques to engage the reader; writing is fully-developed, appears effortless, shows originality, liveliness, excitement, humor or suspense; consistently high level of production is evident; writing is thoughtful, reflective and logically developed, and evokes a response from the reader

Collection of work demonstrates:

· Purposeful organizational plan

· Clear sentence sense and variety

· Control over vocabulary choice and arrangement is superior

· Few errors in conventions and spelling

· Sustained quality throughout each piece and entire collection

5
STRONG WRITER

Competent and confident writer who uses a wide range of techniques to engage the reader; high level of production is evident; writer attempts to grapple with important ideas, is thoughtful and sometimes insightful

Collection of work demonstrates:

· Strong organizational plan

· Clear sentence sense and variety

· Selection of vocabulary appropriate for the writing

· Few errors in conventions and spelling

· Some pieces are excellent but quality is not consistent in entire collection

4
CAPABLE WRITER

Comfortable with writing; developing skill and confidence; begins to use techniques to engage reader; quality of ideas less distinctive, more grade-level; writing rarely elicits strong reader response

Collection of work demonstrates:

· Organizational plan

· Varied sentence structure, but may include fragments and/or run-ons

· Beginning use of precise vocabulary (more telling than showing writing) 

· Occasional errors in conventions and spelling

WRITING RUBRIC

ASSESSMENT SCALE

(page 2)
3
DEVELOPING WRITER

Developing fluency and writes with some degree of confidence; lacks techniques to engage reader; lacks logical development and/or arrangement of ideas (may lack ability to make distinctions of importance between ideas); writer does not yet have sufficiently proficient skills to engage reader or handle sophisticated ideas

Collection of work demonstrates:

· Evidence of organizational plan but may lose focus

· Simple or repetitive sentences, may include fragments and/or run-ons

· Few descriptive words

· Listing is common

· Errors in convention and spelling, but is readable

2
LIMITED WRITER

May be a reluctant writer; has limited experience in writing

Collection of work demonstrates:

· Inconsistent organizational plan

· Vague or confusing statements

· Simple sentence structure, many fragments and/or run-ons

· Limited vocabulary

· Frequent errors in conventions and spelling interfere with readability

1
EMERGENT WRITER

(Teacher supplies appropriate descriptors)

NARRATIVE WRITING RUBRIC

6
EXCEPTIONAL NARRATIVE WRITER

The writing has a strong sense of voice; the writer understands “showing” writing and uses full sensory description; similes/metaphors are used; dialogue is used naturally and gracefully; the organization of the paper is smooth and seamless; the writer uses excellent vocabulary; papers tend to be longer but maintain excellence; mechanics and spelling are very correct.

5
STRONG NARRATIVE WRITER

The writing is interesting and easy to read; the writer uses showing writing; similes and metaphors are used; dialogue is used correctly; the organization of the paper is very good; there are no breaks in the flow; the writer uses good vocabulary; mechanics and spelling are strong.  

4
CAPABLE NARRATIVE WRITER

The writing is good; the writer uses some showing writing although there are some places where telling writing is used; dialogue is used and is usually correct; the organization is capable; there may be some digressions or breaks in the flow, but they are not serious; the writer uses grade-leveled vocabulary; mechanics and spelling are grade leveled.  

3
DEVELOPING NARRATIVE WRITER

The writing tends to be flat and predictable; there is more telling writing than showing writing; some dialogue is used but it is frequently indirect or incorrectly punctuated; there are digressions in the flow but the essay is still readable; the vocabulary is rather simple; mechanics are noticeably incorrect.  

2
LIMITED NARRATIVE WRITER

The writing is sketchy and brief; there is a great deal of “and then” writing; little dialogue is used and it appears artificial and awkward; there are great gaps in the story line and the essay is perhaps difficult to follow; the vocabulary is simplistic; mechanics are poor and interfere with readability.  

1
EMERGENT WRITER

(Teacher supplies appropriate descriptors)

EXPOSITORY WRITING RUBRIC

6
EXCEPTIONAL EXPOSITORY WRITING

The writing is authoritative, persuasive, interesting; any presentation (description, summary, retelling, etc) provides only context but does not dominate; the essay begins in a compelling, engaging way, flows smoothly into the body, uses graceful transitions between main points, and concludes strongly; all main points are presented with elaborate, specific detail and all supportive examples are relevant, logically developed, and clearly expressed; mechanics are excellent.  

5
STRONG EXPOSITORY WRITER

The writing is persuasive, interesting; presentation may occasionally be out of balance, but not seriously; the essay has a good introduction, a well-organized body, uses transitions between main points, and provides closure; the controlling idea is clearly stated in the introductory paragraph; all main points are presented with a good attempt at elaboration, reasonably specific detail, and all supportive examples are relevant and clearly expressed; mechanics are strong.

4
CAPABLE EXPOSITORY WRITER

The writing lacks the authority and persuasiveness of the five or six paper but writer seems interested in subject; presentation may seem unbalanced (e.g. the intro may be too long or a description in a main point may be too long); essay is adequately organized but tends to be predictable; controlling idea is present but may not always provide focus; main points are somewhat more general than specific, but some attempt is made to provide elaboration; mechanics are adequate.

3
DEVELOPING EXPOSITORY WRITER

The writing tends to be flat and predictable; essay organization may be difficult to follow in places; controlling idea may be a simple statement of topic and essay may digress; main points are very general; essay may rely on opinion with little if any support; mechanics are noticeably poor.

2
LIMITED EXPOSITORY WRITER

The writing is very thin; essay organization is poor and writing tends to be brief; controlling idea may not be directly stated or may be a simple restatement of the prompt; little specific or elaborated detail is provided; essay may rely almost entirely on opinion; mechanics are very poor.

1
EMERGENT EXPOSITORY WRITER

(Teacher supplies appropriate descriptors)

Name  ______________________  Topic _______________________  Score  ______

PERSUASIVE ESSAY PRESENTATION









Poor


Excellent

1.
Introduction





1
2
3
4
5


  Exclamation and other interest catcher


  Clear audience


  Controversial issue


  Position statement

2.
Logical and Clear Format/Structure


1
2
3
4
5

3.
Counterargument(s) explained


1
2
3
4
5

4.
Argument #1





1
2
3
4
5


  Clearly explained


  Soundly supported

5.
Argument #2





1
2
3
4
5


  Clearly explained


  Soundly supported

6.
Argument #3





1
2
3
4
5


  Clearly explained


  Soundly supported

7.
Conclusion





1
2
3
4
5


  Call to action well stated


  Strong closing statement

8.
Persuasive and specific language


1
2
3
4
5


  Minimal use of third person pronouns


  Vivid verbs and strong adverbs

9.
Dramatic reading




1
2
3
4
5


  Varied intonation and emphasis


  Pacing

10.
Coherent use of Persuasive Literary Devices

1
2
3
4
5

